The complexities of the visible: Mexican women’s experience on Racism, Mestizaje and National Identity.

Monica Moreno, Goldsmiths College

so901mgf@gold.ac.uk

Thesis abstract:

My PhD thesis investigated Mexican women experiences on racism, Mestizaje and National Identity. It looks at a) the historical and contemporary relationship amongst racial ideologies in Mexico, the formation of the Mexican nation, and the perception and experience of Mestizaje, both in its biological aspect and as one of the major symbols of Mexican national identity; b) the practices of racism in its links with class, family, notions of beauty and the construction of femininity, and the shaping of emotions such as shame; c) the notion of visibility and its relation to the formation of practices of racism, as well as the visual culture and social uses of photography, specifically looking at family albums. 

This research project is concerned with Mexican Mestizo women and their gendered experiences of racism but from the particular perspective of the visible: the ways they see and are seen, the meanings and values of the metaphor of their own image. Their social conditions as women and Mestizas, located in an ex-colonial developing country, are the ideal ones to reproduce gender and racial identities as stereotypes that facilitate prevailing colonial and discriminatory relationships. 

The main objective of this thesis is to investigate the significance of Mestizaje in relation to Mexican national identity and the practices of race, gender and class discrimination that this representation has supported. It explores through life stories accounts and focus group discussions, how women perform and recreate their racialised and gendered national identities in a society where sexism is supported and racism is colluded with class discourses. It also looks at the ways in which visibility and identity representations are linked to practices of exclusion and discrimination. 

Methodologically, the thesis makes use of notions of complexity, experience, and the conjunction of orality and visuality. There is a especial attention to the use of domestic photography with a double aim: a) to prompt narratives on racism and its link to other forms of exclusion, and b) as a starting point to analyze the impact of participants own image in their racialised and gendered life experiences. 

This project also provides a first approach to Mexican visual culture in its relation to domestic photography from a sociological standpoint. It incorporates theories developed in the West in order to make a critical analysis of its potentialities in understanding the Mexican context and open new fields for research.
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