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The main objective of the research addresses the relations between social memory, oral history, visual culture and national identity in contemporary Greece.  It is concerned with how contemporary Greeks construct a sense of themselves as individual and collective subjects through the shared knowledge of their national history. It focus on the ways oral histories are mediated by family photographs and is able to produce knowledge of the self and cultural understanding of a nation. The research project then explores family albums, conceiving them as spaces from where the production of narratives of self and national identities in relation to historical events and traditions emerge. It deals with how personal lived experiences are revealed and how identities are constructed through the uses of family photographs and asks what are the links between the personal and national construction of identities within family albums?

My focus groups and individual interviews with women and men explore how different ages experience and remember particular social moments and how they recreate and actualize their sense of Greekness. With the use of images as a visual method of my research and particularly within subjects‚ family photographs, I draw on the methodological view that photographs are Œmnemonic devices of a new oral history, where voices must be heard for memories to be preserved‚ (Langford, 2001). In this context, I explore how traditions, cultural practices and public events are integrated in people‚s everyday life and become part of what it means to be Greek, constructing part of their identity. I explore the relation between past and present, specifically, how traditions, cultural practices and public events are remembered through personal memories of experiences and can be transformed into an active learning space that puts memory into action, and make people think and re-evaluate their past. Thus, how memory works. Bringing together official history with personal experience is a way to understand the series of interconnections between personal and social memory that can give us clues to the construction of identities.

Methodologically I am using the notion of experience and its validity in the production of knowledge. More specifically I am using the notion of experience through feminist epistemologist perspective where they actually try to bring subjects into being within particular positions. In this research project, apart from the notion of experience itself, I am interested in seeing the experience through the subjects and the researcher; I explore how the researcher and the subject transform and translate the research project into an experience. In this sense I am questioning how we can understand experiences? How we cam make sense of them? Where they stand for in order to produce knowledge?

I argue that experiences can stand as another way of understanding the social life of the subjects. As Joan Scott insists that is necessary to look at a non-fixed or pre-given "historical process that, through discourse, position subjects and produce their experiences" (Scott, 1992:25). Scott's argument refers to the comprehension of experience as a site of the production of subjects in a relation way; "It is not individuals who have experience, but subjects who are constituted through experience" (Idem: 26). Experience is learned and produced by "complex and changing discursive processes" (Idem: 34), allowing us to link social categories with personal understandings and the language we use tointerpret it. In this sense, is necessary to understand the different categories of analysis as  "contextual, contested and contingent" (Idem: 36).
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